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The Ten Commandments have been a standard of right living before God and men for centuries.  Every person who wants to contribute to a decent society and good relations with his fellow man should memorize and meditate on these principles.  (See Psalm 1 and Joshua 1:8)
I am the LORD thy God and...

1.  Thou shalt have no other gods before me.  (Men set up their own gods that are not gods at all.)

2.  Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them. (No Idols whether real or imaginary.)
3.  Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain. (Do not misuse or dishonor God’s Name).

4.  Remember the Sabbath (Rest) day to keep it holy (Set apart to God).  

5.  Honor thy father and thy mother.  [Compare:  Ephesians 6:1-4]

6.  Thou shalt not kill.  [Compare:  Matthew 5:21, 22]
7.  Thou shalt not commit adultery (Sexual misconduct). [Compare:  Matthew 5:27, 28]
8.  Thou shalt not steal.

9.  Thou shalt not bear false witness (Lie).

10.  Thou shalt not covet (Desire to have another’s things). [Compare: Colossians 3:4-6]
The keeping of these commandments is really impossible without the help of God.  

Read these commandments daily upon rising or while eating breakfast and in the evening at supper or bedtime.  Follow this plan for 22 days in a row and you create permanent memory by just reading!
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Additional considerations:

1.  When talking about the Ten Commandments most people leave off the statement of ownership that precedes the commandments:    “I am the LORD thy God…”  The reader must acknowledge that the LORD is or is not their God.  Denying the LORD does not remove one’s responsibility to obey the law.

2.  When asked to repeat the Ten Commandments almost every person I have ever asked has failed to mention the first four.  It is no accident that people leave these out because we unconsciously reject God’s rule over our lives.  These four are the foundation upon which all the other commandments are built.

3.  The Fifth Commandment provides the link to authority from God to parents to all others including governments and spiritual leaders.  These authorities provide the practical means of enforcing the remaining commandments.

4.  The final five commandments provide simple instructions to regulate life with other people and thus avoid conflict.  They are listed in decreasing order of their impact on others. [See, James 2:10]

5.  To covet may also be defined as “Desiring to have that which God has not provided.”

6.   Compare these commandments directly to Matthew 22:37-40.  Then, compare Luke 18:20-22.

7.  Romans 3:19-26 teaches us that the law leads us to our need of Christ and that the keeping of the law does not make us right with God.  It is the sacrifice of Christ that we receive by faith that saves us from the punishment of God’s wrath which is the result of our breaking His law.  See, Romans 10:9, 10, 13. 

Michael R. Thornton

Vital Connections

www.vitalconnectionsministry.org

we7thorntons@gmail.com

Columbia, MS 39429


The Ten Commandments (A Condensed version from Exodus 20)




















